Why We Are Gathering

Since the 1990’s the Mothers and Grandmothers of SVCRC have tried to grapple with what lead exposure has done to our families. The Bunker Hill Superfund site is extensive and extensively contaminated, and residents have not received adequate medical monitoring.  Nor is the cleanup proceeding as it should.  New toxic repositories are being created, rather than permanent solutions.  

Out of this concern came the Silver Valley Community Lead Health Clinic/Center. The CLHC/Center needs funding to do the job it was founded to do.   We have reached out to many sources, including filing a legal request for a portion of the funds provided by the mining companies in settlement of their violations of the law.  Although a court ruled that SVCRC was eligible for funding, the Center has not received anything, and the money is being consumed by cleanup activities, which do not now include proactive lead health intervention in the entire 1500 sq. mile site.  The Center’s Children Run Better Unleaded is the only proactive lead health intervention in the entire 1500 sq. mile site.

The most egregious current violation is the toxic waste dump at the Old Mission of the Sacred Heart built in a floodplain, National Historic Landmark along I-90 Interstate on native American ancestral land, where the US/GS measured in one day of flooding 160 metric tons of lead washed downstream to the CDA River, Lake, into the Spokane River of Washington State. 

The Coalition has been told that in 2018 the Agency for Substance Disease Registry asked why there was no public record of the lead testing results in the local community, after three decades of “lead testing”, and were told that the Gov. of Idaho forbade any such documentation and sources to be allowed.  

The SVCRC seeks to stay up to date on the effort to implement permanent waste technologies for the lead and contamination at the Bunker Hill Superfund Site, taking note of the statement by the National Academy of Science that “There are no appropriate repositories to hold proposed amounts of excavated materials, and establishing them in the (BHSS) Basin will probably be extremely difficult. Furthermore, the potential long-term effectiveness of proposed remedial actions is severely limited by frequent flooding events in the basin and their potential to recontaminate remediated areas with contamination sediments.”  The SVCRC tries to stay up to date on how to keep our children safe.  If you can’t attend the event and are interested in knowing how you can help, please contact us at: SVCRC, PO Box 362, Kellogg, ID   83837, email:svcommunityresourcecenter@air-pipe.com, Office Phone: 208-784-8891
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Additional sources: Personal testimony of affected citizens, Dr. John Rosen “A critical evaluation of public health programs at the Bunker Hill Superfund Site” the Science of the Total Environment.
National Academy of Science, 2005 Superfund and Mining Megasites, Lessons from the Coeur d’Alene River Basin, 2005
“Ethical Issues in Using Children’s Blood Lead Levels as a Remedial Action Objective”, Dr. Sue Moodie, Emily Lorraine, Johns Hopkins



